Current Committee Membership

Killian (James R Killian Jr. Faculty Achievement Award Selection
Committee)

Each year the James R. Killian, Jr., Faculty Achievement Award Selection Committee chooses one member of the
MIT faculty to be the Killian Award Lecturer for the following academic year. The Award was established in the
spring of 1971 as a permanent tribute to Dr. James R. Killian Jr., President of the Institute from 1948 to 1959
and Chairman of the MIT Corporation from 1959 to 1971. The purpose of the Award is to recognize extraordinary
professional accomplishments by MIT faculty members and to communicate these accomplishments to members
of the MIT community. The recipient of the Killian Award holds the title of Killian Award Lecturer for one academic
year and during the course of this year presents one or more lectures to the MIT community on his or her own
professional activities. The Selection Committee consists of faculty members elected by vote of the Faculty from
a slate prepared by the Faculty Nominations Committee.

Prof. Xuanhe Zhao, Chair (June 30, 2026)
Mechanical Engineering

Prof. Isaiah Smith Andrews (June 30, 2026)
Economics

Prof. Alessandro Bonatti (June 30, 2026)
Sloan School of Management

Prof. Danna Erit Freedman (June 30, 2026)
Chemistry

Prof. J. Phillip Thompson (June 30, 2026)
Urban Studies & Planning

Dr. Tami Kaplan, Executive Officer
Office of the President

NOTE: Date in parentheses indicates term expiration.
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